
Master of Arts in Christian Counseling 
Course Syllabus and Information ………………… Credit Hours: 67                  

Prerequisites: Bachelor’s Degree                                                                                             

Some Textbooks Included    

Are you called to heal the brokenhearted, strengthen couples and families, and 

walk through life’s challenges?  Earn your Master of Arts in Christian Counseling 

and become a competent, church-based, religious counselor. 

The Master of Arts in Christian Counseling degree is designed to prepare the 

student for a specialized ministry in the counseling of individuals, couples, 

families, and focus groups within the context of the local church, para-church 

ministries, church-related agencies, or other religious settings.  The program 

enables the student to integrate proven, effective counseling methods, models, and 

modalities, with sound biblical and theological principles.  The vision of the 

church is to be a healing community.  Hope for hurting individuals and families is 

an essential element of the Christian message.  This MA program equips the 

student to help people realize personhood, wholeness in every area of human life – 

spirit, mind, and body – and to facilitate marriage and family harmony and 

enrichment. 

Goals and Objectives for this Program:   

1. To prepare students for the specialized ministry of individual, marriage and 

family, and issue-focused group counseling within the church, para-church 

ministries, church-related agencies, and other religious settings, and to 

provide the educational foundation for further study in Christian Counseling. 

 

2. To enable students to help people realize personhood and wholeness in every 

area of human life spirit, mind, and body. 

 

3. To equip students to recruit and train knowledgeable lay persons as peer 

counselors and para-counselors to provide supportive counseling services to 

and within the local congregation and community.  

 

4. To assist student in the formulation of an integrative counseling approach, 

incorporating proven counseling techniques with a sound biblical and 

theological understanding of the ministry of counseling. 

 



5. To offer a program curriculum for those students who desire to learn more 

about applying professional methods and modalities within a Christian 

counseling framework. 

 

Required Courses:   

Courses You’ll Need to Complete in our Master’s Curriculum: 

1. For each book, a 10 page essay is required, that is related to the subject 

matter of each book. 

 

2. For each video, a 15 page essay is required, that is related to the 

subject matter of the video.  

 

 

3. For students that are working at their own pace, you cannot proceed to the 

second course until you complete the assignments attached to the first course 

and all assignments are turned in.  

 

4. All assignments must be done in Microsoft word.   

 

5. For final grade and graduation, all students are required write a Thesis paper 

that is, at least, 85 pages long.   

 

6. If applicable, students must attend monthly lectures given at an onsite 

location, College, or University connected with HBIU.  

 

7. All assignments must be emailed to the College you are connected with. 

 

 CO 500 Psychology and Theology 

 CE 502 Interpersonal Communication and Conflict Management 

 CO 510 Human Development 

 CO 530 Counseling Theories and Strategies 

 CO 550 Marriage and Family Counseling 

 CO 560 Assessment and Diagnosis 

 CO 610 Group Dynamics  

 CO 620 Addiction Counseling 



 CO 630 Cross-Cultural Counseling 

 CO 640 Ethics and Law 

 CO 710 Human Sexuality 

Students who wish to receive the Clinical Degree Concentration for the Master 

of Arts in Christian Counseling must complete the six courses listed below from 

the National Christian Counseling Association.  

 BCC 101 Basic Christian Counseling 

 THE 301 Temperament Theory 

 THE 306 Temperament Therapy 

 PSY 301 Christian Psychology and Counseling 

 MPC 300 Mastering Pastoral Counseling 

What You Can Do With An MA in Christian Counseling: 

1. Develop a personal philosophy of counseling, which integrates the latest theories, trends, 

and techniques of professional counseling with sound biblical principles, in a Christian 

Counseling modality. 

2. Effectively work with people in the local church and Christian Counseling ministry 

setting. 

3. Promote an awareness of the integrative compatibility between the behavioral sciences 

and the ministry of the Holy Spirit as they relate to the counseling process. 

4. Develop the therapeutic, preventative, educative, and facilitative skills of Christian 

Counseling. 

5. Demonstrate an understanding of methods of assessing and evaluating individual 

psychological functions, such as intelligence and personality and the dysfunction thereof 

evidenced in psychological distress and personality disorders. 

6. Strengthen competency in data collection, analysis, assessment, and evaluation in 

Christian Counseling. 

7. Promote an understanding of human nature and development based on Christian 

theological perspective.  

8. Develop research capabilities designed to foster and expand knowledge about the current 

practice of Counseling within a Christian context. 

Cost Breakdown: 

Cost: $5000                                                                                                                                    

Deposit: $500     

Monthly Payment: $150 

*Apply For A Grant That Does Not Require Repayment* 


